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NATIONAL PAN-HELLENIC COUNCIL, INC.

Mission Statement
Unanimity of thought and action as far as possible in the conduct of Greek letter 
collegiate fraternities and sororities, and to consider problems of mutual interest 

to its member organizations.
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AGENDA

• Overview of Census 
• Timeline for the 2020 Census
• Developing a Plan
• Resources for Microtargeting Low Turnout/Hard to Reach
• Additional Resources
• Questions/Answers
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OVERVIEW OF THE CENSUS
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PURPOSE OF THE CENSUS

To conduct a census of population and housing and disseminate the 

results to the President, the States, and the American People. 

The U.S. Constitution requires an “actual enumeration” of the persons 

residing in the United States every ten years.
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF COUNTS
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• The U. S. Census Bureau does many accounting in 
addition to the Decennial Census
Demographic Programs

⁻ American Community Survey 
⁻ Current Population Survey 
⁻ American Housing Survey 

Economic Programs
⁻ Economic Census (Years ending in 2 & 7)
⁻ Census of Governments (Years ending in 2 & 7)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note: NAACP has 182K followers on IG and 422.4K followers on Twitter; totaling in a reach of 604.4K people



2020 CENSUS
The Decennial Census
• Mandated by Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution
• Conducted every 10 years ending in zero since 1790 
• Count every resident living in the United States 
• Increasingly diverse and growing population 
330 million people
Over 140 million housing units

• Private and Confidential 
Responses are protected by Federal Law
Responses are only used to produce statistics
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PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL
US Title 13, and other federal laws protect Census and other Data

• Private information is never published, including names, addresses (including GPS 
coordinates), Social Security Numbers, and telephone numbers.

• The Census Bureau collects information to produce statistics. Personal information 
collected by the Census Bureau cannot be used against respondents by any government 
agency or court.

• Census Bureau employees are sworn to protect confidentiality for life. Violating Title 13 is a 
serious federal crime. Violators are subject to severe penalties, including a federal prison 
sentence of up to five years, a fine of up to $250,000, or both.
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USES OF CENSUS INFORMATION
• Determines the number of seats each state has in the U.S. House of Representatives
• Defines congressional and state legislative districts, school districts and voting precincts 

– redistricting 
• Determines the annual allocation of between $675 and 800 billion dollars in federal 

funding
• Provides insight to governments, business and community planning groups for planning 

purposes 
• Provides population benchmarks for nearly every other United States survey
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2020 CENSUS QUESTIONNAIRE
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2020 CENSUS QUESTIONNAIRE (CON’T)
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/technical-documentation/questionnaires/2020.html
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CENSUS TIMELINE
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CENSUS TIMELINE
• 2020
Advertising - Begins in January 2020
Census Day - April 1, 2020
Nonresponse Follow-up / Enumerators sent to residences - Begins in May 

and continues through July
Apportionment counts due to the President December 31, 2020

• 2021
Redistricting Counts to the States - By March 31, 2021

• OTHER NEED TO KNOW
Some areas will receive BOTH paper Census form and letter to complete 

online or via phone in the first mailing*
Off-campus College Students should complete the form BEFORE finishing 

for the Semester
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How People Will Be Asked to Respond to the Census
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Counting Everyone Once, And Only Once, And In The Right Place
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Overview of Non-English Language Support
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OVERVIEW Section RECAP
• Constitutionally required actual enumeration of RESIDENTS, 

not Citizens in the Country on April 1 (Census Day)
• Federal law requires confidentiality of Census information—for 

life—for all Census bureau employees 
• Letters/Paper Forms will be sent Mid-March, must respond by 

July 30
• Data used for Money & Power –Federal Funds and Electoral 

Power on local, state, and federal level 
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WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?
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Develop A Plan — Now until august 2020
• Divine Nine Chapters across the country are encouraged to 

develop a 4-point strategy for the Census
• Point 1—Create a Census TaskForce in your collegiate or 

alumni/ae chapter 
• Point 2—Determine Highest Points of Need for Turnout.
• Point 3—Educate Community w/partner organizations
Working with D9, houses of worship, NAACP 

• Point 4—Collaborate on gap filling

The National Pan-Hellenic Council, Incorporated (NPHC) is currently composed of nine (9) International Greek 
letter Sororities and Fraternities: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc., Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., 
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. NPHC promotes 
interaction through forums, meetings and other mediums for the exchange of information and engages in 
cooperative programming and initiatives through various activities and functions



For Collegians
• Living on-campus
You will be counted through your college/university.  You will not receive a 

form.
• Living off-campus
You will receive a letter in the mail like everyone else.  Follow the 

instructions in the letter to complete the Census online, by phone, or using 
the form.

• Educate fellow students and the surrounding community about 
the importance of the Census.
Students can remind family, friends, and all personal networks to complete 

the census.
Work with local campus or community organizations.
Pell Grants and Student Loans funds are distributed based on Census data.
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Point One… Census Task Force
• Your Political Action Committee should be laser focused on 

the Census 
• Either have an independent committee or a subcommittee 

of the Social Action Committee
• Plan an event around April 1 (Census Day)
• Work with your chapter to either create flyers or modify 

template flyers received from US Census Bureau
• Use your social media accounts to spread the word—in 

accordance with your organization’s Social Media Policy. 
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Example Of Card From Census Bureau
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https://2020census.gov/en/partners/outreach-materials.html


Point Two … Assess The Needs
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• Many communities that are serviced by Divine Nine chapters 
have “Hard to Count” areas.—children, communities of color, 
low-income communities, etc. 

• Census has online tool “ROAM” (Response Outreach Area 
Mapper) to determine low response areas/ Hard to Count
Barriers for communities to complete the Census 

⁻ Fear of Gov’t
⁻ Lack of Internet Access, Reliable Cell Phone Access 
⁻ Lack of Knowledge about the importance of Census

Opportunities to work with like-minded groups (fellow Divine Nine 
organizations, NAACP, National Urban League) to bridge the gaps
 Resources available (monetary and otherwise)
Mail Contact Strategies

http://www.census.gov/roam


Response Outreach Area Mapper Census.gov/roam
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Point Three — Accurate Information Is 
Key… Disinformation Is Real
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• The confusion and scare tactics over the past year is threatening a 
low response in the Census. 

• Getting information out to vulnerable communities is KEY
• Goals:

Hold at least two townhalls in your service community
Use Census Bureau (www.2020Census.gov), Coalition partners, and/or other 

reputable information sources to inform the community about the Census
Use public gatherings to your advantage

⁻ High School football / basketball games*
⁻ Grocery Stores*
⁻ Major Concert events*
⁻ Religious institutions

* check your local laws for any permits that may be required. 
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Point Four—Fill In The Gaps
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• Based on  your assessment in point 2, there maybe barriers for 
persons to complete the Census. 

• Partner w/ libraries, schools to provide Census Internet Hotspots
• Reduce fear via information
• Continue past April 1

Census day is the beginning, NOT the end of the work. Have a plan through 
the end of July

• Contact gov’t and non-profit orgs to determine if monetary and 
other resources are available

* Remember, Delta is a non-partisan organization. If you have a 
question if you can be granted money from an org, contact the 

NSAC



Plan Recap
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• Have a dedicated group within your local and state 
entities to concentrate on the Census outreach—it is an 
undertaking

• Assess the need—not all areas are equal. Prioritizing on 
lower response areas would be most important. USE ROAM 
on Census Website

• Information is King. With lingering questions about 
citizenship question, information sharing with law 
enforcement, etc., counteracting misinformation will help 
maintain, if not increase turnout. 

• Fill IN the gaps. How we are able to succeed
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MONEY & POWER
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Money, Power, … 
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• Census Data is used for two major purposes 
Money—almost 800 BILLION dollars spent by federal government 

over 134 programs 
⁻ Medicare, Title 1 Funding, Workforce Development Programs, 

Transportation, etc.
Power—Electoral Power on local, state, and federal level

⁻ Reapportionment—Census data used for determining number of members 
of Congress each state receives 

⁻ Based on the reapportionment, States use data (modified or unmodified) 
to draw district lines for number of state House and Senators, as well as 
members of U.S. House

⁻ Electoral College—used to elect the President—is based upon state’s 
Congressional delegation
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What is Your State’s Share 
of: $800 Billion?
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The Census & Federal Funding

The National Pan-Hellenic Council, Incorporated (NPHC) is currently composed of nine (9) International Greek 
letter Sororities and Fraternities: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc., Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., 
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. NPHC promotes 
interaction through forums, meetings and other mediums for the exchange of information and engages in 
cooperative programming and initiatives through various activities and functions

The George Washington Institute 
of Public Policy has calculated 
the distribution of federal funds 
based on Census data. 

There is overview on the top 55 
programs, and the top 5 
programs to help show real 
world impact.

https://gwipp.gwu.edu/
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Visit Counting for Dollars 2020: 
The Role of the Decennial 
Census in the Geographic 
Distribution of Federal Funds. 
Scroll to “#5 Distribution of 
Funding from 55 Large-Census-
guided Programs by State”.  #6 
For 5 Large Census guided 
programs. 

Click on your state to learn how 
much funding your state 
receives for 
programs based on 2010 
Decennial Census data.

https://gwipp.gwu.edu/counting-dollars-2020-role-decennial-census-geographic-distribution-federal-funds
https://gwipp.gwu.edu/counting-dollars-2020-role-decennial-census-geographic-distribution-federal-funds
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Counting For Dollars Alabama (con’t)
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Money & Power Recap

The National Pan-Hellenic Council, Incorporated (NPHC) is currently composed of nine (9) International Greek 
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• Census Data is used for two major purposes 
Money—almost $800 BILLION dollars spent by federal 

government over 134 programs 
⁻ Medicare, Title 1 Funding, Workforce Development Programs, 

Transportation, etc.
Power—Electoral Power on local, state, and federal level

⁻ Reapportionment—Census data used for determining number of members 
of Congress each state receives 

⁻ Based on the reapportionment, States use data (modified or unmodified) 
to draw district lines for number of state House and Senators, as well as 
members of U.S. House

⁻ Electoral College—used to elect the President—is based upon state’s 
Congressional delegation



NATIONAL PAN-HELLENIC COUNCIL, INC.

How to Connect with the 
Census Bureau
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Complete Count Committee & Partner Resources
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There are 6 regional offices.  
Contact information for 
each office can be found
by visiting 
www.census.gov/regions.  
Find the local Partnership 
Specialist.

Several members of the 
Divine Nine are Partnership 
Specialists throughout the 
country. 



Census Regional Offices
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There are 6 regional offices.  
Contact information for 
each office can be found
by visiting 
www.census.gov/regions.  
Find the local Partnership 
Specialist.

Several of members of the 
Divine Nine are Partnership 
Specialists throughout the 
country. 



Regional Partnerships
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ATLANTA
Atlanta.rcc.partnership@2020census.gov

CHICAGO 
Chicago.rcc.partnership@2020census.gov

DALLAS
Dallas.rcc.partnership@2020census.gov

LOS ANGELES
Los.Angeles.rcc.partnership@2020census.gov

NEW YORK
New.York.rcc.partnership@2020census.gov

PHILADELPHIA
Philadelphia.rcc.partnership@2020census.gov
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Questions?
Contact Delta Sigma Theta

Census Task Force at 
socialaction@deltasigmatheta.org

Subject: CENSUS

The National Pan-Hellenic Council, Incorporated (NPHC) is currently composed of nine (9) International Greek 
letter Sororities and Fraternities: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc., Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., 
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. NPHC promotes 
interaction through forums, meetings and other mediums for the exchange of information and engages in 
cooperative programming and initiatives through various activities and functions

mailto:socialaction@deltasigmatheta.org
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